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SUBJECT: POSSIBLE IMPENDING CHANGES AT MINISTRY OP AGRICULTURE 

1. FOLLOWING DISMAL AGRICULTURAL PERFORMANCE IN 1977 
WHEN OUTPUT PELL 6.3 PERCENT, CIRCUMSTANTIAL 
EVIDENCE IS MOUNTING THAT HIGH LEVEL CHANGES WITHIN THE 
MINISTRY OP AGRICULTURE AND POOD INDUSTRY MAY BE IN THE 
OPFING. MINISTER GANCHO KRUSTEV LOOKS PARTICULARLY 
VULNERABLE. 

2. ACCORDING TO WEST GERMAN AMBASSADOR, ABOUT TWO WEEKS 
AGO BULGARIAN SIDE PROPOSED APRIL 26 AS DATE FOR KRUSTEV 
VISIT TO ERG; HOWEVER, AT LAST MINUTE VISIT WAS ABRUPTLY 
CANCELLED WITH NO EXPLANATION GIVEN. 

3. IN ADDITION, DURING RECENT BULGARIAN COMMUNIST PARTY 
CONPERENCE, DEPUTY AGRICULTURE MINISTER PILIP ISHPEKOV 
(MAINLY RESPONSIBLE POR FOREIGN RELATIONS) UNEXPECTEDLY 
DELIVEREDSPEECH ON AGRICULTURE EVEN THOUGH HE IS OUT- 
RANKED WITHIN THE MINISTRY BY TWO PIRST DEPUTY MINISTERS 
AND IN THE PARTY BY AT LEAST ONE OTHER DEPUTY MINISTER. 

CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 SOEIA 00770 261136Z 


4. IN LIGHT OF BULGARIAN TENDENCY TO REPLACE MINISTERS 
WHEN PRODUCTION PAILS, ABOVE EVENTS ARE SUFPICIENTLY UNUSUAL 
TO WARRANT ATTENTION. PURTHERMORE, WE HAVE NOT YET SUC- 
CEEDED IN ARRANGING MEETING WITH ISHPEKOV TO BEGIN NEGOTIA- 
TIONS ON PROPOSED JOINT US-BULGARIAN STATEMENT ON AGRICULTURE, 
NOR HAVE THE BULGARIANS RESPONDED TO SECRETARY BERGLAND'S INVI- 
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TATION TO KRUSTEV FOR A VISIT TO US IN JUNE. 

5. NOW THAT PARTY CONFERENCE IS OVER, WE ARE PRESSING 
FORWARD ON QUESTIONS OF INVITATION AND JOINT STATEMENT AND 
WILL REPORT GOB REACTIONS PROMPTLY. 

GARTHOFF 
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